A technique for repeated sampling of CSF from the anesthetized rat.
A method for repeatedly sampling cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) from anesthetized rats is described. The technique reliably and quickly yields blood-free samples of CSF and requires supplies that are commonly available. Samples as large as 250 microliter can be collected in a few minutes. There is no apparent malaise even when CSF is withdrawn once every three days for two weeks. This technique offers an alternative to surgical cannulation for sampling of CSF from the rat.